Reading Together or Alone – 

What Did My Learners Prefer?

Introduction

To investigate what from my experience seems to be an unfounded bias towards having learners read self-selected titles and downplaying the value of follow-up activities (see for example, Day and Bamford, 1998), I designed some lengthy, exploratory questionnaires (40-50 Likart-scale items plus room for comments, as well as about 10 items requiring full written responses) and decided to find out if the feedback from my students would support such a bias. Although I had previously conducted similar surveys, this was the first time I had had students experience a full term of reading group graded readers, followed by a full term of reading self-selected books (including some unsimplified titles).

Research Questions  

1) Which components of the course did my students find most helpful in improving their English?

2) Which components of the course did my students find most enjoyable?

3) Which approach (group readers or self-selected books) did my students find most helpful? 

4) Which approach (group readers or self-selected books) did my students find most enjoyable? 

1st Term – Group Readers

During the 1st term, students had to read 3 graded readers (1/3 of a book/week).  After looking through each of the 8 titles of which I had multiple copies (see the list of titles below – including 3 higher level titles I added later in the term), they were told that they could read any 3, as long as they felt the level was appropriate, and that they could find at least 3 classmates who wanted to read the same title and with whom they could form a reading group.   Each week they participated in a cycle of reading, writing/or studying, and then discussing (the following week) one section of a reader.  For homework, in addition to the reading, each student had to complete a worksheet – a weekly Instant Section Report for books 1 and 3, and a weekly Vocabulary Worksheet for book 2.

2nd Term – Self-Selected Books

During the second term, students self-selected titles from the EFL reading room – mainly graded readers (and some tapes), but some students also selected ungraded titles.  In contrast to the first term, more emphasis was placed on the reading and they were required to submit only 1 worksheet per title (not per week), and were given the choice of doing a report or a vocabulary worksheet.  They participated in a weekly cycle of reading and discussion, with the frequency of their writing/studying depending on the amount of reading they did, as well as the length of the books they chose to read.      

 The data were collected from four elective, intermediate level ‘conversation’ classes with 52 students the 1st term and 56 the 2nd term – 35 were present for both terms (including 2 who had use taken my class reader course the previous year).  Their CBT scores ranges from 80-220, with an average of 145 (465 for the paper TOEFL test).

(Tentative) Suggestions

As teachers all know, student preferences vary considerably and drawing any firm conclusions from this exploratory research would be difficult and no doubt foolish.  However, despite such variation, there some clear trends.  Based on the answers to the questions at the end of the final questionnaire (beginning with Q#11) which required those who had attended both semesters (N=35) to make direct comparisons between the 2 terms, the following findings emerged: in terms of the approach learners felt was more helpful in improving their English, the numbers were equally split (Q #14a - 12 vs. 12), 18 (vs. 8) enjoyed the self-selected term more (Q #16), and although 22 (vs. 5) felt that the self-selected books would motivate them to continue reading more (than the group readers) after the course was over (Q #14b), 23 felt that ER courses which included both group and self-selected titles would be most helpful in improving their English (Q #17), 14 (vs. 6) felt they learned more about important issues through the group readers (Q #15), 26 (vs. 6) perceived the Instant Reports to be more helpful (Q #1) and more enjoyable to complete (Q #2) than the vocabulary worksheets,  and a slight majority said that in a future ER course they would prefer to read simplified books (Q #10 - 13 vs. 11) - although considering that a number of those who expressed a desire to read unsimplified books had not yet done so and were quite concerned that they might find them too difficult to enjoy,  their number was possibly unrealistically high. (Q#10, for example, corresponds to question #10 in the final portion of the questionnaire entitled “What was most helpful for you?” – which required full-sentence responses.)   

Despite a general preference for the self-selected approach, only 5 students advocated a completely self-selected approach, and the great majority felt that since there were advantages to each approach, there were complementary.  These findings make it clear that instead of only considering the self-selected approach, teachers would do their learners a favour by giving them the chance to experience alternative approaches, and to allow them to select the approach(es) they find most beneficial in meeting their own personal needs.  Since the group reader approach provides greater support to those who need it, and also facilitates groupwork and study, depending on the learners’ needs and teachers’ goals, in some circumstances it may be the more effective approach.   As any experienced teacher knows, a one-size-fits-all approach is never very effective.

For those who are interested in getting a more comprehensive picture of how (my) Japanese university students felt about the various components of the course, I have attached a number of tables which summarize the questionnaire results, as well as condensed and edited versions of the 2 questionnaires into which unedited student responses have been inserted.  While they may not be in publishable form and I have only added short comments, I hope that readers will find it relatively easy to interpret the questionnaire results, and that they will be able to come away with some idea of how they could expect their Japanese intermediate level university students to respond to the various elements that I have experimented with in my ER-based classes.  (I have not included copies of the various worksheets, etc., they can be downloaded from the ER website where my handout from 2 years ago is posted - http://www.extensivereading.net/er/rosszell.html. )

Table 1 summarizes the learners’ comparative ratings of the extent to which they enjoyed the reading and discussions in the two terms as well as their ratings of the difficulty level of the books they read during each term.  While the questionnaire data indicates that the learners, on average, enjoyed reading the self-selected titles (4.18) more than the group readers (3.84), it is interesting to note that the average of the ratings of the individual titles that the learners listed on their reading record sheets upon completion of each titles (and therefore possibly more accurate) is considerably lower, and actually below the average for the group readers.     

	Group Readers (1st Term) (n=156 (52X3))
	
	
	Self-Selected Books (2nd Term) (n=56)
	

	Enjoyed Reading (#1-3)
	Enjoyed Discussing (#4-6)
	
	
	Enjoyed Reading (#1)
	Enjoyed Discussing (#2)

	1's
	4
	
	1
	
	Strongly Disagree
	1's
	0
	
	0
	

	2's
	12
	
	13
	
	
	
	
	2's
	3
	
	5
	

	3's
	35
	
	36
	
	I Enjoyed…
	
	3's
	4
	
	12
	

	4's
	59
	
	59
	
	
	
	
	4's
	29
	
	22
	

	5's
	46
	
	47
	
	Strongly Agree
	
	5's
	20
	
	17
	

	Avg
	3.84
	
	3.88
	
	
	
	
	Avg
	4.18
	
	3.91
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Group Readers (1st Term)
	
	Self-Selected Books (2nd Term)
	

	
	
	
	Too Difficult (#7-9)
	
	
	At My Level (#3)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	1's
	30
	
	Strongly Disagree
	1
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	2's
	58
	
	
	
	4
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	3's
	32
	
	OK
	
	18
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	4's
	25
	
	
	
	19
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	5's
	11
	
	Strongly Agree
	14
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Avg
	2.54
	
	
	
	3.73
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Record Sheets – Individual titles (2nd Term)
	Record Sheets - Individual Titles (2nd Term)

	
	1's
	9
	   I Really Didn't Like It
	
	1's
	21
	   Much Too Easy
	
	

	
	2's
	35
	
	
	
	
	2's
	87
	
	
	
	

	
	3's
	100
	   OK
	
	
	
	3's
	167
	   At My Level
	
	

	
	4's
	130
	
	
	
	
	4's
	77
	
	
	
	

	
	5's
	104
	    I Loved It!
	
	
	5's
	25
	   Much too difficult
	

	
	Avg
	3.754
	
	
	
	
	Avg
	2.9789
	
	
	
	


Table 1. Comparative ratings of enjoyment and difficult in 1st and 2nd terms. (Questionnaire item #s in brackets.)

		Graded

	Non-Graded


		Books

	Tapes

	Books 


		Fiction

	Non-Fiction

	Fiction

	Non-Fiction

	Fiction

	Non-Fiction


		# of Books

	# of Pages

	# of Books

	# of Pages

	# of Stories

	# of Pages

	# of Stories

	# of Pages

	# of Books

	# of Pages

	# of Books

	# of Pages


	Total

	230

	19424

	28

	1668

	12

	801

	2

	32

	48

	6536

	5

	454


	Avg

	4.04

	346.86

	0.49

	29.26

								
	Max

	13

	796

	5

	470

	3

	186

	1

	19

	3

	620

	2

	320


	Min

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0


	Std. Dev

	205.75

										
		11 stopped

	1 stopped

				1 stopped

		17 stopped

		
													
													
													
													
													
													
		Totals

		# of

	# of Vocab

						
		# of Stories

	# of Pages

	Time(hours)

	Pages/hour

	 Reports

	 Worksheets

						
	Total

	425

	29084

	1366.29

	21.29

	290

	107

						
	Avg

	7.59

	519.36

	25.30

									
	Max

	13

	1034

	51.00

	46.00

	14

	13

						
	Min

	2

	147

	6.33

	9.37

	0

	0

						
	Std. Dev

	187.79

	11.67

	7.17

								
		30 stopped

										

	


Table 2. The distribution kinds and numbers of the self-selected materials read (and listened to) during the second term.  

Table 2 shows that, as might be expected, graded fiction was most popular (graded non-fiction titles are not very plentiful), but next was ungraded fiction (often titles that they had already read in the graded or Japanese version).   Over the course of the term students spent an average of 25.3 hours reading 7.6 books, or 520 pages, each – although the ranges were quite broad.  The fact that 30 students stopped reading one of the titles they had selected gives some indication of the fact that they felt free to stop reading books that they didn’t like – usually because they found them boring, and/or too difficult.

	Title
	EPER Level
	Publisher
	# of pages

	The Island of the Blue Dolphins
	C
	Longman*
	82

	The Pearl
	C
	Heinemann
	85

	Things Fall Apart
	C
	Heinemann
	85

	Walkabout
	C
	Heinemann
	85

	The Grapes of Wrath
	B
	Heinemann
	127

	Reflex
	B
	Oxford
	87

	The 39 Steps
	B
	Oxford
	72

	The Bride Price
	A
	Oxford
	85

	Meteor
	X
	Oxford
	100

	Jane Eyre
	X
	Oxford
	101

	Cry Freedom
	X
	Oxford
	104

	
	
	* now Penguin
	

	Possible Range of Total Pages Read:  239-332 pages


Table 3.  The group reader titles from which the students selected and read 3 in the 1st term.

Item #
Questionnaire Item (1st Term)
X (n=52)


















      Term -  1st    (2nd) 


45*
This course has helped me to be able to enjoy reading in English:
4.42 (4.54)
21
I think that having to use an English-English dictionary is helping me to improve my English:
4.40 (3.64)


44*
This course has encouraged me to study English more:
4.40 (4.48)

46
I am enjoying this course:
4.40 (----)

37*
I think this course is helping me to improve my English reading skills:
4.38 (4.5)

28
I would like to spend more time learning conversational expressions:
4.35 (3.77)

49*
I will recommend this course to my friends:
4.33 (4.52)

27*
I think I still need to improve my reading speed:
4.29 (4.68)

5 
I enjoyed discussing the books we read this term:
4.15 (? 3.91)

12 
Instead of reading and discussing the books in small groups, I would like the whole class to read 
1.85 (-----)


and discuss the same book at the same time: (misinterpreted by some)
(indicates disagreement)
34
I think writing Instant Section Reports is helping me to improve my English:
4.15 (3.77)

47
This course is helping me to improve my English:
4.15 (? 4.23)

35
I think the corrections I had to make to my Instant Section Reports is helping me to improve my English:
4.08 (? 3.84)
36*
I think reading, writing reports about, and discussing the class readers is helping me to improve my level of English:
4.04 (4.23)

* - highly rated both terms

? – the wording of the item was not identical on the 2 questionnaires. 

Table 4. The most highly rated items (2>X>4) on the questionnaire at the end of the 1st term (group readers).

I was really glad to see that in Table 4 Item #45 rated first (it had a higher rating in the 2nd term, but ranked 2nd) and that enjoyment, encouragement and improvement also ranked highly.  Item #12 was an important item but it was unfortunately not worded as clearly as it should have been, and some of the students interpreted it as meaning not that each students would read a copy of the same story over the same period of time (ie. a class reader), but that that we would all have to sit in class reading together.  I was frankly surprised by how concerned they continued to be about their reading speeds (rated most highly in the 2nd term).  We did do some reading speed tests, and for those for whom this was a real concern I encouraged them to occasionally push and time themselves, but I really felt many had made substantial improvement just by virtue of the quantity of reading they had done.  Despite the fact that the questionnaire indicated an overall preference for the self-selected approach used in the 2nd term, I feel it would be mistake to ignore the similarly positive response to the group reader approach used in the 1st term.  Depending on the students’ needs and the teacher’s goals, since it facilitates groupwork and study, it could be the more effective approach.  (And as noted above, the great majority  felt that the 2 approaches were complementary.)

Item #

Questionnaire Item (2nd Term)

X (n=56)

Term-
2nd (1st)
17*
I think I still need to improve my reading speed:
4.68 (4.29)

39*
This course has helped me to be able to enjoy reading in English:
4.54 (4.42)

43*
I will recommend this course to my friends:
4.52 (4.33)

34*
I think this course helped me to improve my English reading skills:
4.50 (4.15)

37*
This course has encouraged me to study English more:
4.48 (4.40)

41
As a result of this course, I plan to keep reading English books from now on:
4.30 (----)

40
This course has helped me to learn to read more fluently (ie. faster, with better understanding, ignoring some
4.29 (----)

of the words you don’t know, not using the dictionary while reading, etc.):

38*
I think reading, completing the worksheets, and discussing the books I chose has helped me to improve my level
4.23 (4.04)


of English:


1
I enjoyed reading the books I chose this term:
4.18 (?3.84)
25
I think that completing the Instant Book Reports helped me to learn to correctly use common English words in writing:
4.05 (----)

* - highly rated both terms

? – the wording of the item was not identical on the 2 questionnaires. 

Table 5. The most highly rated items (2>X>4) on the questionnaire at the end of the 2nd (self-selected) term.

Name:_______________




Class:__________

What do you think?
(First Term)

It is now the end of the first term, and to help me to improve the design of this course, I would like to find out what you think.

For each question, please select the appropriate number (1,2,3,4 or 5) on the answer sheet. On the line under each question, so I can better understand the reasons for your choice, please write a short explanation.

Example:   15) I think I still need to improve my reading speed.

       Explanation: It still takes me a long time to read 1 page of Time or Newsweek.


X



1st Term
2nd Term 

I enjoyed reading the books this term:

1)  Title (Book #1): ___________________________
3.71

2)  Title (Book #2): ___________________________
3.98

3)  Title (Book #3): ___________________________
3.82

Explanation:_____________________________ 
X=  3.84
(4.12-#1)
I enjoyed discussing the books we read this term:

4)  Title (Book #1): ___________________________
3.67

5)  Title (Book #2): ___________________________
4.15

6)  Title (Book #3): ___________________________
3.83.

Explanation:_____________________________ 
X=
3.88
(3.91-#2)
The books we read this term were too difficult for me:

7)  Title (Book #1): ___________________________
2.31

8)  Title (Book #2): ___________________________
2.40

9)  Title (Book #3): ___________________________
2.92

Explanation:_____________________________ 
X=
2.54
(3.73-#3)
10)  I think the teacher chose good books for this course:
Explanation:________________________________
3.98
(?3.70-#4)
11)  Instead of reading and discussing the books in small groups, I would like to be able to choose and read books on my own:
Explanation:________________________________
2.44
(2.73-#5)
12)  Instead of reading and discussing the books in small groups, I would like the whole class to read and discuss the same book at the same time:
Explanation:________________________________
1.86
(----)
13)  This course made me think deeply about important social, political and cross-cultural issues:
Explanation:________________________________
3.44
(3.16-#6)
14)  I would like to read some non-fiction titles (about real people or events):
Explanation:________________________________
3.92
(----)
15)  I think that having to read 1/3 of a book each week is too much:
Explanation:________________________________
2.44
(?2.88-#7)
16)  I think that having to study 10 words per section is too much:
Explanation:________________________________
2.98
(?2.94-#8) 



(n=36 for #8-#13, 2nd term) 
17)  I think that my vocabulary worksheets are helping me to learn to use common English words correctly in my writing:

Explanation:________________________________
3.46
(?3.58-#9)

18)  I think that my vocabulary worksheets are helping me to learn to use common English words correctly in conversation:
3.02
(?3.42-#10)

19)  I think that discussing my vocabulary worksheets in groups is helping me to learn to use common English words correctly in conversation:

3.12
(----)

20)  I think that discussing my vocabulary worksheets in groups is helping me to learn to use common English words correctly in my writing:

3.19
(----)

21)  I think that having to use an English-English dictionary is helping me to improve my English:



4.40
(3.64-#16)


22)  I think making lists of collocations (words that often occur together) is helping me to learn to use common English words correctly in my writing:
3.06
(----)
23)  I think making lists of collocations (words that often occur together) is helping me to learn to use common English words correctly in conversation:
2.94
(----)
24)  I think this course is helping me to improve my vocabulary study habits.



3.87
(?3.69-#11)

25)  I think this course is helping to change my understanding of what it is to “know” a word.



3.94
(?3.81-#12)

26)  I would like to spend less time studying vocabulary:





2.67
(?2.94-#8)

27)  I think I still need to improve my reading speed: 




4.28
(4.68-#17)

28)  I would like to spend more time learning conversational expressions:




4.35
(3.77-#18)

29)  I think discussing the readers is helping me to improve my conversation skills:




3.65
(3.80-#22)

30)  I would like to spend more time in class discussing the books we read:



2.79
(3.23-#19)

31)  I would like to do some presentations or short speeches:



2.38
(2.86-#21)

32)  I would like the teacher to spend more time explaining common English mistakes:



3.75
(3.86-#20)

33)  I think that writing an Instant Section Report each week takes too much time:



2.73
(2.70-#23)

34)  I think writing Instant Section Reports is helping me to improve my English:





4.15
(3.77-#26)

35)  I think the corrections I had to make to my Instant Section Reports is helping me to improve my English:

4.08
(?3.84-#27)

36)  I think reading, writing reports about, and discussing the class readers is helping me to improve my level of English:

4.04
(?4.23-#38)
37)  I think this course is helping me to improve my English reading skills:




4.38
(4.5-#34)

38)  I think this course is helping me to improve my English conversation skills:




3.48
(3.68-#35)

39)  I think this course is helping me to improve my English writing skills:




3.73
(3.70-#36)

40)  I think that this course is helping me to better understand how common English words are used:


3.60
(?3.59-#30)
41)  I think that this course is helping me to better understand the situations in which common English words are used:

3.67
(?3.55-#31)
42)  I think that this course is helping me to learn to use common English words in conversation:
3.40 (?3.29-#32)

43)  I think that this course is helping me to learn to use common English words in my writing:


3.69
(?3.64-#33)

44)  This course has encouraged me to study English more:



4.40
(4.48-#37)

45)  This course has helped me to be able to enjoy reading in English:



4.42
(4.54-#39)

46)  I am enjoying this course:



4.40
(----)

47)  This course is helping me to improve my English:




4.15
(?4.23-#38)

48)  This course is helping me to improve my English more than other English courses I have taken at Soka University:

3.81
(3.89-#42)
49)  I will recommend this course to my friends:

4.33
(4.52-#43)



50)  What do you feel is the best or most important thing that you learned from this course? (n=15)

· Discussing the book in small groups is fun.  I was encouraged group friends.  I need more study, and I want to understand more deep about book.

· Pleasantness of reading!

· I enjoyed reading the books. (5x)

· Conversation skill is the most important that I learn from this course.

· We often use wrong English.

· Knowing correct collocations and using words grammatically correct are difficult but it’s important.

· To speak, to look up dictionary, to talk to Mr. Rosszell, to write English, to think in English!
51) Describe 2 ways in which you think this course has helped you to become a better language learner.

· I must read many books.

· Reading many books and talking with many people in English.

· To read and think in English.  To correct worksheets every week.

· I came to read faster and to think in English.

· Using Eng-Eng dictionary is good to know the word means except some noun (ex. otter).  Writing a report is good practice for writing sentence.

· Speaking and reading.  Speaking helped me to use English and reading helped me to guess the meanings.  These 2 ways made me enjoy English learning.

52) What changes would you like to make to this course? (e.g. level of the books, kinds of books, number of books, amount of reading, design of the Instant Section Report, the way we study vocabulary, things we do in class, etc.) Please explain your suggestions clearly.

· I want vocabulary worksheets to be more simple.  There are so many things I have to write down.

· To explain about writing mistakes.

· I want happy-end stories.  These books are good, but sad story.  I’d like to read biography which level isn’t so high, as high as those books we read.

· I want to read non-fiction book.

· I’m satisfied this class.

· Nothing.  I enjoyed this course.

· Fantacy books.

· I think everyone should read at least 3 pages everyday.

What was most helpful for you?

(First Term)
This is a questionnaire to find out more about which parts of the course you found most helpful for helping you to improve your level of English.  Please try to give detailed answers. (n=15 – although not every student provided an unambiguous answer to each question)

1. Which homework assignment (an Instant Report or a vocabulary worksheet) do you feel is most helpful for improving your English? Explain.

· Instant Section Report – 8 (of 15 votes)

· To summarize in English is very difficult, but it help me to think sentences in English.  It helped to understand the story.

· Usually I don’t write English report, so I noticed a lot of writing mistakes.

· Writing and correcting myself is difficult.  We can talked with classmates.

· I feel reports is most helpful for me.  Summry was very difficult for me, but I was able to do it a little.

· Because it makes me write every week and I should read carefully for this.

· Vocabulary Worksheet - 2

· I feel vocabulary worksheet is most helpful.

2. Which homework assignment (an Instant Report or a vocabulary worksheet) do you prefer doing? Explain.

· Instant Section Report – 6

· Vocabulary sheets took too much time.

· Express some of my thoughts and feelings.

· Because I like writing.

· Vocabulary Worksheet - 4

· Instant Report is little difficult for me.

· A vocabulary worksheet is useful to know what the words mean.

· Vocabulary worksheet did.  This homework had to guess the meaning.  It was difficult, but it was fun.

3. Do you feel that the completing your vocabulary worksheets is helping you to learn how and when to use common English words in your writing? In your speaking? Explain.

· I want to look up more difficult words than these book’s words.

· I couldn’t use in my speaking much but it helped to write Instant Report.

· If I can remember meaning of a word, I can read book faster.

· I use in my speaking in another class.

· A little words used usually.  I should more conscious to use new words.

4. Do you think that the time you spend completing your vocabulary worksheets is worth it? Or do you think it would be better to have spend that time doing more reading (or other kinds of homework)?

· Words too easy.

· I think worth it, but it have spend long time.  I hope 5 words is better.

· I think it’s king of worth.  Thinking original sentence are important but spend too much time.

· If I have not to do this homework, I forget these vocabulary.  It is worth for me.

· I think if I try more hard, it will better for me.

· It is worthful for me, because I don’t like study vocabulary.

· I think vocabulary worksheet is important because I usually don’t look up words.

5. Do you think that the time you spend discussing your vocabulary worksheets in class is worth it? Or do you think it would be better to use the class time for some other activity?

· Yes.  Discussing helped me to understand the words.

· I always didn’t talk about the vocabulary worksheets.
· I think it’s worth because I know word clearly and I know new words from other classmates worksheet.
· It is worth, but sometimes we use Japanese.
· Yes, because other people have different vocabulary.
· No.  It is important for us.  I was taught many things.
6. Do you feel that writing and correcting your Instant Reports is helping you to improve your writing? Explain.

· Yes.  I am very weak in writing book’s summary in English, so I think Instant Report help me to improve.

· Probably yes.  I still make many mistakes each week, but mistakes improve my English.

· Instant Reports is helping me to improve my writing.  If Mr. Rosszell didn’t teach us, I will mistake forever.

· Yes.  I had no chance to know correct sentences.  I couldn’t understand at all, then I discuss with classmates and understand.

· Yes, I think so.  You always check my mistakes so I knew what I don’t understand.

7. Do you think that the time you spent writing and correcting your Instant Reports is worth it? Or do you think it would be better to spend that time doing more reading (or other kinds of homework)?

· Yes.  Very worth.

· Yes.  There’s many hints to correct sentences.  I find easily the mistake no ‘a’ or ‘the’.

· I don’t understand grammar enough, so it is big help for me.  I noticed many mistakes.

· Yes.  During my correcting I could find other words, way to use words and other meanings.

· It was worthful, because I understand the story more clearly. 

8. If you took another reading course, would you prefer one with graded readers (as in this course) or with regular (unsimplified) English books? Explain.

· Regular –3

· I feel like reading regular English books, but I think it’s really tough!  Less than 1/3 read is probably ok.

· I want to try regular English books.

· Simplified – 5

· I took another reading course last year and it was so hard to read.  I could only read 5-10 pages in a week.

· Probably I can’t follow regular English books.

· I prefer doing this course.

Thank you for completing this questionnaire.
Name:_______________




Class:__________

What do you think?
(Final Term)

It is now the end of the second term, and to help me to improve the design of this course, I would like to find out what you think.

This term I read ____ books, for a total of ______ pages, and it took me ______ hours.

How many did you complete?   Instant Book Reports  ____   Vocabulary worksheets  ___

Did you read any non-fiction titles this term?

Yes
No
How many? _____

Did you read any unsimplified books this term?
Yes
No   
How many? _____

Did you listen to any recorded readers this term?
Yes
No
How many? _____
For each question below, please select the appropriate number (1,2,3,4 or 5) on the answer sheet. On the line under each question, so I can better understand the reasons for your choice (especially if you select 1 or 5), please write a short explanation.

Example:  1) I think I still need to improve my reading speed.

       Explanation: It still takes me a long time to read 1 page of Time or Newsweek.











 X

1)  I enjoyed reading the books I chose this term:


  

4.18
2)  I enjoyed discussing the books I read this term with my partner/group:


3.91

3)  The books I read this term were at my level:


3.73

4)  I think the teacher helped me to choose good books this term:

3.70

5)  Instead of reading and discussing different books, I would like to have read and discussed the same books as my groupmates:
2.73

6)  The books I read made me think deeply about important issues (e.g. personal, social, political, cross-cultural, etc.):
3.16

7)  I think that having to read 40 pages each week was too much:


2.86

If you chose not to complete any Vocabulary Worksheets, you do not need to complete items # 8 - 13





         (n=36)

8)  I think that having to study 10 words for each vocabulary worksheet took too much time:


2.94


9)  I think that the vocabulary worksheets helped me to learn to correctly use common English words in my writing:
3.58
10)  I think that the vocabulary worksheets helped me to learn to correctly use common English words in conversation:
3.42

11)  I think the vocabulary worksheets helped me to improve my vocabulary study habits.


3.69

12)  I think the vocabulary worksheets helped me to change my understanding of what it is to “know” a word.


3.81

13)  I think the corrections I had to make to my vocabulary worksheets helped me to improve my English:
3.67

14)  This course helped me to learn how to correctly use an English-English dictionary.


3.5

15)  I used an English-English dictionary to help me to better understand unfamiliar words in the books I read:
3.25

16)  I think that using an English-English dictionary helped me to improve my English:

3.64

17)  I think I still need to improve my reading speed: 



4.68

18)  I would like to have spent more time learning conversational expressions from the textbook:



3.77

19)  I would like to have spent more time in class discussing the books we read:


3.23

20)  I would like the teacher to have spent more time explaining common English mistakes:

3.86

21)  I would like to do have done some presentations or short speeches:

2.86

22)  I think discussing the readers helped me to improve my conversation skills:



3.80

If you did not complete any Instant Book Reports, you do not need to complete items # 23 – 27




(n=55)

23)  I think that writing an Instant Book Report for each book took too much time:


2.70

24)  I think that completing the Instant Book Reports helped me to learn to correctly use common English words in conversation:
3.43

25)  I think that completing the Instant Book Reports helped me to learn to correctly use common English words in writing:
4.05

26)  I think writing Instant Book Reports helped me to improve my English in general:




3.77

27)  I think the corrections I had to make to my Instant Book Reports helped me to learn to correctly use common English words in my writing:
3.84

28)  Having to complete a worksheet each week discouraged me from reading more books.


2.61

29)  Being able to discuss the books I read with my partner/group encouraged me to read more books:
3.46
30)  I think that the books I read this term helped me to better understand how common English words are used:
3.59
31)  I think that the books I read this term helped me to better understand the situations in which common English words are used:
3.55
32)  I think that the books I read this term helped me to learn to use common English words in conversation:
3.29

33)  I think that the books I read this term helped me to learn to use common English words in my writing:
3.64

34)  I think this course helped me to improve my English reading skills:



4.5

35)  I think this course helped me to improve my English conversation skills:



3.68

36)  I think this course helped me to improve my English writing skills:



3.70

37)  This course has encouraged me to study English more:


4.48

38)  I think reading, completing the worksheets, and discussing the books I chose has helped me to improve my level of English:
4.23
39)  This course has helped me to be able to enjoy reading in English:


4.54



40)  This course has helped me to learn to read more fluently (ie. faster, with better understanding, ignoring some of the words you don’t know, not using the dictionary while reading, etc.):
4.29

41)  As a result of this course, I plan to keep reading English books from now on:


4.30

42)  This course has helped me to improve my English more than other English courses I have taken at Soka University:
3.89
43)  I will recommend this course to my friends:

4.52

44)  What do you feel is the best or most important thing that you learned from this course? (n=12 for the 2nd term comments)

· It was important to think about the meaning of words when I was reading.

· In reading, ignoring some of the words I don’t know, and keep reading is important to read fluently.

· I felt reading was very interesting.  At first reading was very heavy work for me, but now I can enjoy reading in English.

· Using Eng-Eng dictionary, and now I can ignore some of the words I don’t know.

· Trying to speak English as much as I can.

· I think enjoying reading is very important because I learned only “study reading”.  I found “enjoy reading” is very fun and important.

· I feel that reading the book is very important to know unknowledge.

· I was encouraged to study English more.

· Reading original English books is interesting.

· I could improve to read a book as I read a book every day.

· I think the most important thing is that we enjoy reading and discussing.

· We have to read books constantly and think about the contents more deeply.

45)  Describe 2 ways in which you think this course has helped you to become a better language learner.

· I had a chance to read a lot of English books.  I was able to write English sentences.

· Reading lots of good English books and discussing the story.

· Reading speed is sooner.  How to use common English words.

· I read interesting and simplified books, it’s so good for me.  And the teacher often explained our English mistakes.  I learned a lot of real English.

· To like language.  For example, listening to English music, watching Chinese movies, reading fun books.  To study language steadily.

· When I wrote a report sheet, my teacher found out my mistakes and returned it to me.  Reading show me how to use English and the other way to describe.

· I have to use the Eng-Eng dictionary.(2X)

· I need to discuss in English.

· Encouraging to use Eng-Eng dictionary.  Being corrected mistakes by teacher.

· Teacher checked to read for me every week.  I could talk about a book with my class partners.

· Reading many books.  Enjoying reading books and discussion.

· The textbook helped to remedy my Japanglish.

46)  What changes would you like to make to this course? (e.g. level of the books, kinds of books, number of books, amount of reading, design of the Instant Book Report, the design of the vocabulary worksheet,  things we do in class, etc.) Please explain your suggestions clearly.

· I think we should use textbook more, and have conversation lesson.(3X)

· I wrote only one report and vocabulary worksheet because I chose unsimplified and long books.  I’m worried about that.

· There are many mysteries and murder stories but there is little other kinds of book.

· I wanted more kinds of books because I could only read a few books which I really wanted to read.


Thank you for completing this questionnaire.

Name:___________________





Class:________________

What was most helpful for you?
(Final – N=36)
This is a questionnaire to find out more about which parts of the course you found most helpful for helping you to improve your level of English.  Please try to give detailed answers.

1. Which homework assignment (an Instant Report or a vocabulary worksheet) do you feel was most helpful for improving your English? Explain.

Instant Report- 26 (of 36 students)

· Summarizing stories is very difficult but very helpful to understand better.

· I think it help me to improve my writing.

· I was able to find my writing mistakes and sometimes I use new words to discribe how I felt.

· Because of writing the long sentence.

· I must make English sentense about books I read, so I can improve my English level.

· Correcting grammar mistakes helped me to improve writing skill a lot.

· It helped me to improve my reading and speaking skills.

· For improving my writing skill and for thinking in English.

Vocabulary Worksheet - 7

· A vocabulary worksheet was helped me to know correct meanings.

· A vocabulary worksheet is more helpful because my vocabulary is little and it’s necessary to know many words to read.

· Because I used Eng-Eng dictionary so often when I do vocabulary worksheet.

· I could learn many vocabularies to do assigntments, a vocabulary worksheet, so it is very good and useful. 

2. Which homework assignment (an Instant Report or a vocabulary worksheet) did you prefer doing? Explain.

Instant Report- 26

· I often did an Instant Report because it took short time and I tried to understand the story.

· Because the teacher fixed my mistakes.

· It’s easy to finish my homework.

· It didn’t took much time. A vocabulary worksheet took long time and it was difficult which words I should pick up.

· But this is harder than a vocabulary worksheet.

· Makes me think about the story deeply.

· I want to write how I felt after reading books.

Vocabulary Worksheet - 6

· It took me less time to do vocabulary worksheet than Instant Report.(2X)

· I could look into many vocabularies.  It is good as I am poor to know a vocabulary.

· It taught me the way using correct English words.

3. Do you feel that completing and correcting your vocabulary worksheets helped you to learn how and when to use common English words in your writing? In your speaking? Explain.

· It helped me reading.

· Yes, they are so helpful both in my writing and in my speaking.

· I often made same mistakes and I found what I didn’t understand.

· Yes I do, in my writing. (2X)

· In writing I tried to use correct vocabulary, in speaking I noticed mistakes after I spoke (before, I couldn’t notice it at all).

· It helped me to be able to learn the meanings of words in English.

· I could learned many vocabularies and improve them.

· Yes, I do.  Sometimes VW helped me to explain difference between two resembling words.

4. Do you think that the time you spent completing and correcting your vocabulary worksheets was worth it? Or do you think it would have been better to have spent that time doing more reading (or other kinds of homework)? Explain.

· When I had a lot of words I didn’t understand, it was worth.

· Yes.(4X) 

· But sometimes it took too much time because it was difficult to find correct meaning or it was difficult to make a sentence.

· By correcting worksheets I could improve my English.
· I can remember the corrected English words.

5. Do you feel that writing and correcting your Instant Book Reports helped you to learn how and when to use common English words in your writing? In your speaking? Explain.

· Yes.(3X) Especially in my writing. I could study English grammar in correcting reports.

· When I write sentence, I think the way to use the word is correct or not and then try to find a better way.

· Both.  Because I must think in English when I do Instant Reports.

· Yes! It helped me a lot.  I learned correct use of some words.

· I think it is difficult for me to use Instant Book Report.

· Both.  Writing helped me to know new ways of using words.

6. Do you think that the time you spent writing and correcting your Instant Book Reports was worth it? Or do you think it would have been better to have spent that time doing more reading (or other kinds of homework)? Explain.

· I was sure that I remembered the story.

· I think they are useful because I am accustomed to writing English and found my mistakes.

· Because I read more careful to write reports.

· It’s important, It makes me improving my English skill.

· It was very good chance to write summaries.  I remembered stories again and it was good to discuss for next class.

· Yes.  I came to be able to think in English.

· It is really worth doing it.

· In my case, I want to write Book Reports so hat I can summarize properly.

7. Did you find it useful to get your groupmates to help you to correct the mistakes on your worksheets? Explain.

· Yes I did.

· No.  I didn’t study with my groupmates on my worksheets.(4X)

· I did it by myself.

·  So-so.  She (??) sometimes told me what was wrong.

· Yes.  I asked them how I correct before asking teacher.  Groupmates mistakes is the same as mine, I knew the correct one.

· We talk to the English grammar.

· Yes.  But they could hardly answer my questions.

· Yes, I did.  This is because my partners helped me anytime.

· Yes!  They helped me many times and I helped them a few times.

8. If you read any unsimplified books this term, do you think it helped you to improve your English more or less than if you had read simplified readers instead? Explain.

· I think unsimplified book is better.  I can learn real and common English. 

· Yes! Though unsimplified books a re difficult, it is worth trying to read. 

· Unsimplified have a lot of unfamiliar words.

9. a) If you listened to any taped readers this term, how do you think they helped you to improve your English? Explain.

b) Which do you think helped you to improve your English more – reading books, or listening to taped books? Explain.

10. If you took another reading/conversation course, would you prefer one with graded readers (simplified books) or with regular (unsimplified) English books? Explain.

Simplified 13 
Regular 11

Both  3

Either  1

· I would like to try regular English books because I have never read it.

· I want to challenge regular English books next time.

· I prefer graded one.  Regular one will be hard for me to read.

· I prefer regular one because only simplified books didn’t improve my English.

· I prefer unsimplified books.  I like challenging!!!

· Simplified because I think they are easier to understand about a story than unsimplified book.

· I prefer simplified because I think it is better for me to read amny books in short time and it will help me to progress my ability.

Name:___________________





Class:________________

For those of you also took this course in the 1st term (n=36)

11. Did reading and discussing the class readers in the 1st term help you to enjoy reading and discussing the books you selected in the 2nd term more? Explain.

 Yes  2

· 1st term helped me to enjoy reading, but discussing isn’t helpful because everyone read different books.  I think it was difficult to discuss.

· I enjoyed discussing in the 1st term.  In the 2nd term I felt that it was difficult to explain to the books I read.

· The 1st term helped me to know my level of English so I could choose book easily in the 2nd term.

· Yes, it did. I could notice how interesting reading was last year, so I could enjoy the class this term too.

· Yes it did.  I could feel sympathy(?) and  progress discussion in 1st term.

12. What do you feel are the most important things you learned in the 1st term? Explain.

· To read and understand the story.

· Summarizing stories is very difficult but very helpful to learn English.

· Foe reading, discussing and writing, I need vocabulary.

· Every member read the same book so we thought the question deeply.

· It was my 1st time to read an English book, I found it was interesting. 

· To think and discuss in English.

· Reading English books is interesting. (2X)

· It is that reading and discussing are interesting.

· I learned that discussion consists of listening to others.

13. What do you feel are the most important things you learned in the 2nd term? Explain.

· Ignoring some words I don’t know is important to read fluently.

· Reading is very interesting and useful!!

· Reading English book is so interesting.

· I found reading myself is difficult but important.

· To explain to the books.  It was very difficult.

· Reading unsimplified books is interesting.

· Reading books helps me to think deeply about some topics (life, family, friendship, animal and nature, etc.).

· I fele its’ most important to think in English for explaining anything in English.

· Reading English continuously is effective.

14. In the 1st term you were required to read less but to discuss and study the class readers in more depth, and in the 2nd term you were required to read more but discussed and studied the self-selected readers/books less.  

a) Which way of reading and studying (1st term or 2nd term) do you think helped you to improve your English the most? Explain.
1st Term 12  (2 weren’t sure)

- First term we discussed, but 2nd term we only talked.

2nd Term 13

· It’s more difficult to explain stories to person who don’t know about the story, so it needs more ability.

· I think 2nd term is better because in 1st term even if I were not interested in the book,  I couldn’t change the book.

· I wanted to read more and more.

· Because I saw many new words and if I found the book I read wasn’t interesting, I could change the book.

· I think explanation in English is very difficult, but this improve my English.

· Because I can discuss a lot in other English courses.(?)

· I need to read many books quickly so that I can improve reading speed.

· Because my partner didn’t know my reading contents at all so I have to explain in correct English.

b) Which way of reading and studying (1st term or 2nd term) do you think has encouraged you to continue (after this course is finished) reading English books the most?  Explain.
1st Term 5

· I had to talk about the story in the group.  If I didn’t read enough, I wasn’t able to talk.

· With group is better because it enables me to find various idea about one book and it makes reading more interesting.

· Because 1st term we did discuss on the same book with 3 or 4 people, and through discussion I could know different idea or impression.

2nd Term 23

· I learned way to choose book.

· Reading about 1 book per one week was a little bit hard but very interesting and I think I want to read more books.

· The books I chose was so interesting that I couldn’t stop reading.

· I prefer 2nd term one because I could chose any books I like.  In 1st term I need other readers.

· Explanation In English was very difficult, but I enjoyed.

· I could enjoy reading and discussion more because I chose books by myself and my friends told me about books that I’d never read.

15. a) Do you think you learned more and thought more deeply about important social, political and cross-cultural issues while reading and discussing the class readers in the 1st term, or the self-selected readers in the 2nd term? 

1st Term 14 (1 both, 1 neither)

· In 2nd term I didn’t choose books like that.

· I learned African society and discrimination.

· I didn’t choose serious book in the second term.

· Because we read the same book and we could discuss how I felt.  I had time to think more issues.

· We read same book and we could discuss the issues in the book.

· I depends on book I chose.

· We could discuss more deeply in the 1st term.

· We could exchange our opinions and sometimes we could debate on life and death, peace, through discussion.  So I think 1st term class studying makes us to think more deeply.

2nd Term 6

     -     I learned Civil War

b) Did you prefer reading books which involved important social, political and cross-cultural issues, or less serious comedies, adventures, mysteries, etc.? Explain.

· I prefer fiction (Jane Eyre, Forrest Gump).

· I prefer reading books which involved important issues.(2X) It make me think deeply. 

· Both. (2X) want to enjoy the story and I want to learn the problems from the book.

· If I were a much more good reader, I prefer to read former one, but I’m not so I prefer latter one to enjoy the story.

· In my opinion, less serious one is easy to read but it doesn’t influenced our life or way of thinking.

· I can’t choose which is good for me!  I love comedies and love stories, but I also love to think about something important deeply.  Well, I hope that I can read a book that is comedy , but that involve important issues.

· I preferred reading books which involved important issues because I am interested in these issues.

· The latter is easier to read, but I think that I have to read newspaper in English.

16. Which term did you enjoy more? Explain.

1st Term 8 (6 both)

· I was able to talk with classmates in English.

· I enjoyed 1st term one because I’m satisfied with both reading and discussing.

· Because I read only 3 books in 2nd term.  I regretted that I couldn’t try to read books.

2nd Term 18

· Because I could choose books which I’m interested in.

· I read only 2 books, but I shared the information of some books from my friends, especially Miwa!! (Rika)

· Because discussing with Rika was interesting. (Miwa)

· It’s a difficult question!  However I think I enjoyed this term more.  Anyway, I love this class.

· Because 2nd term enables me to talk so many things with my partner.

17.  Which course do you think would help you to improve your English the most?  One using only class readers?  One using only self-selected readers?  Or one using both? Explain.
Class/Group Readers 1

I encouraged to read and discuss.

Self-Selected Books 6
Both 24

· Each course has advantage so we should experience both.

· Using both is better.  In using only class readers groups can discuss context of books.  In using only self-selected readers, groups can discuss explanation of books.

· In the 1st term I thought some social problems deeply.  In the 2nd term, I enjoyed my reading and discussing with my friends.

· Because I learned a different way to study English.

· Both is ok.

· Class readers make us discuss deeply and self-selected readers make us hard to inform others of stories that we read.

· I think both have very good points.
